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ABSTRACT
SUBMISSION
GUIDELINES

WANADA invites abstract submissions for the WA alcohol and other drug conference, Shifting Perspective: Alcohol and 
other drugs, everybody’s story, to be held in Perth 7-8 October 2021. Research based and non-research based abstract 
submissions are welcome. Abstract submission requirements are detailed on the following pages.

Conference themes are: the impact of COVID-19, co-occurring and complex issues, law reform, and health reform.

Abstract submission requirements:

Title 
Titles must be concise and informative. Use simple 
language that describes your intended presentation.

Name of presenter(s)
• All presenters must be listed by last name in all 

capital letters, followed by first name.
• Do not include degrees and titles.
• Include affiliations/organisation for each author.

For example: 
JONES, Fred 1, GREEN, Susan 2

1 University of the World, 2 WANADA,

Contact details
Preferred contact email and telephone number

Preferred conference stream
When submitting an abstract you are asked to select 
a preferred stream, however abstract selection panels 
may recommend your abstract for another stream.

Abstracts open 9am Monday 12 April 2021 and abstracts must be submitted by
Friday 28 May 2021 at 5pm WST (Western Standard Time). 

There will be no extensions to this deadline. Proposal notifications will be sent in June 2021.

Tips for writing a good abstract:

• Follow the abstract submission guidelines carefully. 
Abstract submissions that do not conform to the 
guidelines may not be accepted. 

• Think about your intended audience. The intended 
audience for the 2021 conference, Shifting 
Perspective: Alcohol and other drugs, everybody’s 
story, will be diverse, however most delegates are 
expected to be from the WA alcohol and other 
drug service sector. Consider what they would find 
interesting. 

• Identify the key messages you want your audience 
to take away.

• Use plain language and avoid jargon, abbreviations, 
and acronyms.

• Do not include references, diagrams, graphs, or 
tables in your abstract.

• Review your abstract several times and get 
feedback from colleagues on both the content and 
the writing style of your abstract.
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Stream title   Stream purpose

Media representations of 
alcohol and other drugs

Consumer voice: barriers 
and opportunities

Law reform and policy that 
reduces harm

Justice reinvestment 
initiatives that reduce 
individual and community 
harm

The purpose of this stream is to explore the impact of media, reporting on 
community attitudes, and efforts to change perspective including reducing 
stigma and discrimination. 

Presentations in this stream might include but are not limited to: social media 
impacts; alcohol advertising; research on media trends.

The purpose of this stream is to complement the keynote presentation, that 
will be focusing on stigma and discrimination, enabling a platform for consumer 
voice that is influencing positive change (shifting perspective).

Presentations in this stream might include but are not limited to: consumer 
experiences of engagement at an organisation or systems level; peer worker 
experiences; consumer led/driven research.

Note: consumer led presentations will be prioritised.  

The purpose of this stream is to explore the explore law reform and policy 
needed to reduce alcohol and other drug harms. This stream provides an 
opportunity to better understand the barriers to achieve evidence informed 
policy, and the priority focus for WA.

Presentations in this stream might include but are not limited to: harm 
reduction research; international and national law reform developments; drug 
checking. 

The purpose of this stream is to explore the principles of justice reinvestment 
and its development and priorities in WA. This stream provides an opportunity 
to support an awareness of how existing alcohol and other drugs initiatives fit 
within the justice reinvestment mode.

Presentations in this stream might include, but are not limited to: WA and 
national justice reinvestment initiatives; Innovation in diversion 

The Conference streams



Alcohol and other drugs: 
everybody’s story.

Stream title   Stream purpose

Reducing engagement 
with the justice system 
through alcohol and other 
drug programs  

Celebrating Diversity

Co-occurring alcohol and 
other drug issues with 
health and/or mental 
health

he purpose of this stream is to explore the expanding role and importance of 
alcohol and other drug programs in prisons and through reintegration. This 
stream provides an opportunity to share information about prison and post-
release alcohol and other drug programs in WA and consider opportunities for 
future development in this area.  

Presentations in this stream might include but are not limited to: reintegration 
services; prison alcohol and other drug programs. 

Acknowledgement of peoples’ diversity and strategies to promote inclusion 
and access within the alcohol and other drug sector for people who are 
Aboriginal and/or Culturally and Linguistically Diverse backgrounds and/
or people with diverse genders and/or sexuality.  Approaches which foster 
inclusion and access are people centred and collaborative, involving 
consultation with consumers including family and significant others, and 
organisations which represent cultural groups, addressing stigma and applying 
principles of trauma informed care and practice such as safety, choice, 
collaboration, empowerment, trustworthiness and recognising the impacts of 
culture and gender on peoples’ experiences.

Presentations in this stream might include but are not limited to: specific 
services or programs that address peoples’ diverse needs; organisational 
approaches to cultural diversity such as recruitment and retention or workforce 
development; resources that increase access and inclusion. 

The purpose of this stream is to explore health reform initiatives and the 
opportunities these present to the alcohol and other drug sector. Within 
this reform there is an opportunity to hear about effective cross-sector 
collaborations that support equitable access that enables improved health and 
wellbeing for consumers who experience co-occurring alcohol and other drug 
and health and/or mental health issues.

Presentations in this stream might include but are not limited to: capability 
building across sectors, including care coordination; pathways between and 
across health/mental health and alcohol and other drug services; holistic 
responses to support Aboriginal peoples; trauma informed care and practice; 
eliminating hepatitis C initiatives; public health responses to alcohol and other 
drugs. 
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Stream title   Stream purpose

Alcohol and other drugs 
and social determinants of 
health

Oral presentation

Poster

15 minutes*

Permanently displayed 
during the conference

The purpose of this stream is to explore and share cross-sector collaborations 
or other programs and services that address alcohol and other drugs and a 
range of social determinants of health and approaches to effectively address 
intersectionality of issues to holistically meet the needs of service users and 
communities.

Presentations in this stream might include but are not limited to: responding 
to alcohol and other drug issues together with domestic and family violence, 
child protection, housing and homelessness, disability, and poverty; research on 
responses to co-occurring issues.  

Presentation of original work related to the conference 
themes and stream topics. 

Interactive sessions are encouraged to maximise 
opportunities for conference participants to exchange 
practice and experience.

*Longer presentations and workshops may be 
considered and/or negotiated based on abstracts 
received under each stream. 

All submissions will be considered for a poster 
presentation if not accepted for an oral presentation.

You are asked to identify a preferred presentation type, however you may be offered a different presentation 
type if your abstract is accepted.

Proposed presentation type

Presentation types
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Names of all research authors, including those who will not be presenting.

Abstract (Maximum 300 words)

Introduction
Include your research question and the significance of the study.  

Body of abstract 
• Methods - The study design, including both independent and dependent variables and use of statistics. 

Describe how data was collected and analysed.
• Results - Describe the results obtained based on the research or study question and the methods applied.

Conclusion
Include the significance of any results and implications for the future.
Do not include references, diagrams, graphs, or tables in your abstract.

Abstract (Maximum 300 words)

Introduction
Include a statement of the purpose of the project/policy or other you are describing in the paper or poster. 

Body of abstract 
Describe the following:
• Project/policy or other that will be presented.
• How the project/policy or other was implemented.
• How the project/policy or other was evaluated.

Conclusion
Describe any conclusions you have drawn from implementation of the project/policy or other and comment on 
the significance of the outcomes of the project and any implications for practice. Do not include references, 
diagrams, graphs, or tables in your abstract.

For research based presentations please include the following

For non-research based presentations please include the following

Submit abstracts at www.wanadaconference.org.au 
For further information or assistance with the abstract submission process, please contact 

WANADA by phone (08) 6557 9400 or email projects@wanada.org.au 

How to submit your abstract


